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 The Minister of Public Health; 

 The Representative of the World Health Organization; 

 The Resident Representative of UNICEF; 

 The Director General of Centre Pasteur of Cameroon; 

 Distinguished Representatives of the Centre for 

Disease Control and Prevention; 

 Distinguished Representatives of all the other Partner 

Institutions of Cameroon; 

 Distinguished Media Professionals; 

 Distinguished Guests; 

 Ladies and Gentlemen 
    

         I would like to thank each and everyone for 

attending this joint press conference which, as you know, 

will focus on the situation of the coronavirus pandemic in 

Cameroon. 

         At the outset, it should be recalled that the 

Government, together with the partners of the 

international community, undertook to stem the 

progression of COVID-19 on the national territory, as soon 

as this dreaded disease was reported at the gates of 

Cameroon. 
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As soon as the first cases of coronavirus infection 

were reported in Cameroon, the Government, together 

with international partners, undertook to curb the spread 

of this dreadful public health problem on the national 

territory, as it had already occurred in many countries 

around the world. 

The World Health Organization had therefore issued a 

set of individual precautions to be observed in order to 

avoid getting infected or transmitting the disease to 

others. 

For its part, the Government, through the Prime 

Minister, Head of Government, made public on March 17, 

2020, a set of thirteen (13) measures enacted by His 

Excellency Paul BIYA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, to 

halt the spread of the pandemic in Cameroon, which I 

would like to recall once again here: 

1- The closure of Cameroon's land, air and sea 

borders, with the suspension of all passenger flights 

from abroad, with the exception of cargo flights and 

ships carrying daily consumer goods, as well as 
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essential goods and materials, whose stopover 

times will be limited and supervised; Cameroonians 

wishing to return to their country must contact our 

various diplomatic representations; 

2- the suspension of the issuance of entry visas to 

Cameroon at the various airports; 

3- the closure of all public and private training 

establishments of the various levels of education, 

from kindergarten to higher education, including 

vocational training centres and professional 

schools; 

4- the prohibition of gatherings of more than fifty (50) 

persons throughout the national territory; 

5- the postponement of school and university 

competitions, such as the FENASSCO Games and 

the University Games; 

6- the closure from 6 p.m. of public houses, 

restaurants and leisure facilities, under the control 

of the Administrative Authorities; 

7- the setting up of a system to regulate consumer 

flows in markets and shopping centres; 
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8- the limitation of urban and interurban travel to 

cases of extreme necessity only; 

9- the call on bus, taxi and motorbike drivers to avoid 

overloading, with law enforcement officers having 

responsibility to ensure the strict compliance with 

this requirement; 

10- the requisition, where necessary, at the request 

of the competent authorities, of private health 

facilities, hotels and other accommodation, 

vehicles and specific equipment necessary for the 

implementation of the COVID-19 pandemic 

response plan in Cameroon; 

11- the preference to be given henceforth by public 

administrations to electronic means of 

communication and digital tools for meetings likely 

to bring together more than ten (10) persons; 

12- the abolition of missions abroad for members of 

the Government and public and para-statal sector 

employees; 

13- the call on the population to strictly observe the 

hygiene measures recommended by the WHO. 
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As regards the WHO recommendations, the major are 

five in number: 

1.  Wash your hands regularly with clean, running 

water and soap for at least 30 seconds, or with a 

hydro-alcoholic solution, several times a day; 

2.  Sneeze or cough into the inner crease of the arm 

and forearm, or, if necessary, into a tissue, and 

dispose of the tissue in a garbage can; 

3.  Avoid close contact with anyone with flu 

symptoms; 

4.  Avoid close contact with wild and farm animals; 

5.  Cook meat and other foods thoroughly before 

eating. 

 These measures did not remain theoretical but have 

been put into practice. Public authorities, at the forefront 

of which is the Ministry of Public Health, have since then 

been working hard, day in day out. Teams from all the 

relevant Administrations are mobilized and work tirelessly 

round the clock, with self-sacrifice, dedication and 

patriotism, such as young doctors, engineers, technicians 

and nurses from the Centre for Emergency Public Health 
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Operations, who, truly deserve the support, 

encouragement and congratulations of the Nation.  
 

     Obviously, our encouragement and our recognition are 

addressed to all health professionals and all caregivers 

mobilized throughout the national territory, working as 

the main actors of the national response to the 

coronavirus. 

      We would also like at this junction to salute the 

precious and effective support of friendly countries and 

our international partners, whose advice and support we 

highly appreciate. 

       While on the one hand it can be noted that a section 

of the population has to some extent complied with these 

requirements for those that are incumbent upon it, we 

unfortunately note on the other hand that a significant 

number of our fellow citizens systematically refuse to 

comply with these requirements. 

 This is the case for gatherings of more than fifty (50) 

people that continue to be organized under various 
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pretexts such as festive or funeral gatherings, the 

organization of impromptu sports events and many other 

gatherings that go beyond the authorized limit. 

 Likewise, many drinking spots continue to be 

crowded with consumers, usually into the dead end of the 

night or even early morning, in defiance of government 

regulations with some using evasions to circumvent the 

vigilance of public authorities. 

 With regard to compliance with the regulation of flows 

in markets and other places of commerce, it must also be 

noted that the same cases of indiscipline are multiplying, 

and in certain situations, acts of aggression are 

perpetrated against administrative authorities or security 

forces in full exercise of their prerogatives to monitor 

compliance with government regulations. 

 On the other hand, overcrowding in public transport 

continues unabated as if nothing ever happened, be it 

taxis, motorbikes or transport buses. 
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 As to WHO recommendations, many Cameroonians 

are still reluctant to wash their hands or disinfect them 

under false pretexts of lack of water or hydro-alcoholic 

solutions. The same is true of greetings with handshakes, 

hugs or failure to respect the social distance set at a 

minimum of one metre. 

 In any case, the fact that the majority of 

Cameroonians do not comply with the prevention and 

response measures against COVID-19, their carelessness, 

or even their lack of interest in all the alerts that have 

been given to date, justify to a large extent the 

acceleration of the spread of the virus observed in recent 

days in some of our major cities, especially Yaounde, 

Douala and Bafoussam. 

   We should at this level regret and stigmatize the 

deliberately irresponsible behavior and the lack of civic 

spirit  of certain people who, placed in quarantine,  from 

when they  entered the national territory, giving that, 

coming from countries strongly affected by the pandemic, 

have chosen to break their confinement, escape into the 
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thin  air, when they were already contaminated, thus 

helping to multiply the spreading statistics, where we had 

previously managed to contain them at a completely 

reasonable level.  

     Faced with such a situation, which endangers the 

health of the entire nation, it is important to remind 

everyone that the coronavirus is an extremely serious 

pandemic. One needs only look at the desolation it is 

sowing in almost all countries of the world, including 

those with the most advanced health systems, to be 

convinced of this. The records of contamination, spread 

and mortality are there to bear witness to this. 

 Those who persist in these non-compliance and other 

behaviours that endanger their health and that of those 

around them must know that by doing so, they are 

responsible for the exponential spread of this terrible 

disease. 

Similarly, there has been a proliferation of false news 

and fanciful claims about ways to prevent or treat 

coronavirus infections, as well as ungrounded information 
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circulating through social networks with the sole purpose 

of confusing people or fostering psychosis among 

populations. 

The Government strongly condemns such behavior, 

which is unacceptable and must stop. Now is not the time 

for fun or foolish cynical and irresponsible jokes. Such 

behaviour must also stop. 

Besides, while continuing to sensitize the population, 

the Government will now move on to the coercive phase, 

in keeping with the directives of the Prime Minister, Head 

of Government, pursuant to the Instructions of the 

PRESIDENT of the REPUBLIC and contained in his 

statement of March 24, 2020, at the end of the meeting of 

the Inter-Ministerial Committee in charge of evaluating 

the implementation of the Government's response plan 

against the spread of the coronavirus pandemic in 

Cameroon. 

We would like to remind you that Section 260 of the 

Penal Code provides for “imprisonment from three (03) 

months to three (03) years” for any person who, through 
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their conduct, facilitates the transmission of a contagious 

and dangerous disease. 

In line with this, the Prime Minister, Head of 

Government, indicated in his statement that firm 

instructions had been given to the administrative and 

municipal authorities, as well as to the law enforcement 

authorities, to carry out systematic checks to identify 

those who violate government measures. 

The perpetrators of these acts will therefore be held 

accountable for their misconduct before the competent 

courts, as provided for by law. 

For its part, the Government intends to fully assume 

its responsibilities to watch over the lives of 

Cameroonians, as well as those of all persons residing in 

or in transit on the national territory, by protecting them 

from massive contamination with the coronavirus. 

In the face of the national emergency situation 

prevailing today in our country, I reiterate the 

Government’s appreciation to media professionals for 

their involvement in this public awareness campaign, and 

I call on them to become more involved in this 



 
 

13 
 

constructive dynamic, with a view to providing our fellow 

citizens with reliable information as long as it is true that 

the war against the coronavirus is everyone's business, 

the media at the forefront, whether public or private. 

Cameroon’s response to the coronavirus pandemic 

can only be a success if there is increased awareness of 

the entire nation faced with this common enemy. Our 

common survival is at stake. 

We will only be able to defeat this pandemic if we all, 

individually and collectively, make it our challenge, a 

challenge that we can only take up together. 

   The Minister of Public Health will now take the floor to 

give a general update on the situation of the pandemic, as 

it stands today in Cameroon.  

Thank you for your kind attention. /- 

 

 

 


